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B O S T O N, Ju 18.

Tle follzxving is a Copy of @ Letter wrote by the Hencuralle
Houfe of Reprefentatives, in the lafl Seffion of the Gene-.
ral Ajembly, anld fince traxfmitted to :ke Right Honcurable
2ke Earl of HILLSBOROUGH, cccafioned by Fis Lord-
JEip's extraovdinary Letter to the Governar of this Pro-
wince, cf the 224 of April lafi.

Province of the MassachUsETTs-Bay, Fune j0.

My Lorp,

IS Excellency the Governor of this Province, has
H been pleafed to communicate to the Houfe of Re-
prefentatives, Extracts of a Letter he had received from
your Lordthip, dated Whitehall, April 22, 1768;
wherein it is declared to be the Royal Pleafure, that he
fhould require of them, in his Majelty's Name, to re-
fcind the Refolution, which gave Birth to a Circular
Letter, from the Speaker of the laft Houfe, and to de-
clare their Difapprobation of, and Diffent to, thatrafh
and hafty Proceeding.

‘The Houfe are humbly of Opinion, that a Requifi-
tion from the Throne, of this Nature, to a Britith Houfe
of Lommons, has been very unufual: Perhaps there
has'been no fuch Precedent fince the Revolution: If
this be the Cafe, fome very aggravated Reprefentations
of this Meafure muft have been made to his Majefty, to
induce him to require of t4is Houfe, to refcind a Refo-
lution of a former Houfe, upon Pain of forfeiting their
Exiftence: For, my Lord, the Houfe of Reprefenta-
tives, duly eleted, are conftituted by the Royal Char-
ter, the reprefentative Body of his ?\rIachi"s faithful
Commons of this Province, in the General Affembly.
Your Lordthip is pleafed to fay, that his Majefty con-
fiders this Step ¢ as evidently tending to create unwar-
rantable Combinations, and to excite an unjuftifiable
Oppofition to the conftitutional Authority of Parlia-
ment:" The Houfe therefore thought it their indif-
penfible Duty, immediately to revife the Letter referred
to; and carefully to recollect, as far as they wers able,
the Sentiments which prevailed in that Houfe, to in-
duce them to revert to, and refolve on the Meafure.

It may be neceflary to obferve, that the People in
this Province have attended, with a deep Concern, to
the feveral Aéts of the Britith Parliament, which im-
pofe Duties and Taxes on the Colonies; not for the
Purpofe of regulating the Trade, but with the fole In-
tention of raifing a Revenue. This Concern, my Lord,
fo far from being limited within the Circle of a few in-
confiderate Perfons, is become univerfal: The moft
refpettable for Fortune, Rank, and Station, as well as
Probity and Underftanding, in the Province, with very
few Exceptons, are alarmed with Apprehenfions of.the
fatal Confequences of a Power, exercifed in any one
Part of the Britith Empire, to command and apply the
Property of their Fellow-Subjeéts at Difcretion! This
Confideration prevailed on the laft Houfe of Reprefen-
tatives, to refolve on a humble, dutiful, and loyal Pe-
tition to the King, the common Head and Father of
all his People, for his gracious Interpofition, in Favour
of his Subjects of 2k Province. If your‘Lordthip,
whom his Majetty has honoured with the American
Department, has been inftrumental in prefenting a Pe-
tition, fo interefting to the Well-being of his loyal
Subjelts here, this Houfe beg Leave to make their moft
grateful Acknowledgments, and to implore your con-
tinued Aid and Patronage. .

As all his Majefty’s North-American Subjeéts are a- -
like affected by thefe Parliamentary Revenue-Aéts, the
former Houfe very juftly fuppofed, that each of the
Affemblies on the Continent, would take fuch Methods
of obtaining Redrefs, as thould be thought by them re-
fpectively to be regular and proper: And being de-
ﬁ‘:’ous, that the feveral Applications fhould harmonize
with each other, they refolved on their Circular Letter;
wherein their only View feems to be, to adyertife their
Sifter Colonies o(vthc Meafures they had taken, upona
cemmsn and important Concern, without once calling
uipon them to adopt thofe Meafures, or any other.

° Your Lordfhip, furely, will not think it a Crime in
that Houfe, to have taken a Step, which was perfectly
confiftent with the Conftitution; and had a natural
Tendency to compofe the Minds of his Majefty’s Sub-
jeéts of this, and his other Colonies, untii in his Royal
Clemency he fhould afford them Relief; at a Time,
when it {eemed to be the evident Defign of a Party, to
prevent czlm, deliberate, rational and conftitutional
Meafures from being purfued, or to ftop the Diftrefles

of the Pecple from reaching his

tion, and melancho’l‘y Extremity! Thus, my Lord, it
appears to this Houfe: And your Lordthip will impar-
tially judge, whether a Reprefentation of it to his
Majefty, as a Meafure ¢ of an inflammatory Nature,”
—as a Step evidently tending ¢¢ to create unwarran-
table Combinations,™ and, ¢¢ to excite an unjuftifiable
Oppofition to the conftitutional Authority of the Par-
liment,” be not injurious to the Reprefentatives of
this People, and an Affront to his Majefty himfelf.

An Attempt, my Lord, to imprefs the Royal Mind
with a Jealoufy of his faithful Subjeéts, for which there
are no juft Grounds, is a Crime of the moft malignant
Nature ; as it tends to difturb and deftroy that mutual
Confidence between the Prince and the Subjeéts, which
is the only true Bafis of Public Happinefs, and Securi-
ty : Your Lordfhip, upon Inquiry, may find that fuch
bafe and wicked Attempts have been made.

It is an inexpreffible Grief to the People of this Pro-
vince, to find repeated Cenfures falling upon them, not
from Minifters of State alone, but from Majefty itfelf |
grounded on Letters and Accufations from the Gover-
nor, a Sight of which, though repeatedly requefted of
his Excellency, is refufed.——There is no Evil of this
Life which they fo fenfibly feel, as the Difpleafure of
their Sovereign : It is a Punithment, whi y are af-
fured, his Majefty would never infli&, but upon a Re-
prefentation of the Juftice of it from his Servants,
whom he confides in. Your Lordthip will allow the
Houfe to n&pcal to your own Candour, upon the grie-
vous Hardthip of their Being made to fuﬁ{: fo fevere a
Misfortune, without ever being called to anfwer: for
themfelves, or even made acquainted with the Matters

of Charge alledged agailft them: A Right, which, by
the common Rules of Society, foundcg in the eterhal
Laws of Reafon and Equity} they are juftly entitled to.
The Houfe is not willing to ttefpafs upon your Patience :
They could recite Numbers of\Inftances, fince Governor

B .

Bernard has been lLonoured by his Majelty to prefide
over this Province, of their tufferfng the King's Dif-
leafure, through the Inftrumentality of the Governor,
mntimated by the Secretary ofvStatey-vithout the leatt
previous Notice, that they had ever deviated from the
Path of their Duty. This, théy humbly conceive, 1s
jult Matter of Complaint, and it may fzrve to convince
your Lordfhip, that his Excellency has not that tender
Fezling for his Majefty's Subjeéts, which is charaéterif-
tic of a good Governor, and of which the Sovereign
affords an illuftrious Example.

Itis the good Fortune of the Houfe to be able to thow,
that the Meafurc of the lat Houfe, referred to in your
Lordfhip's Letter to the Governor, has been grc_)fsl‘y
mifreprefented, in all its Circumitances: And it 1s
Matter of Aftonithment, that a Tranfation of the Houfe,

o

the Bufinefs of which is conftantly done i the open

View of the World, could be thus coloured ; a Tranfac-
tion, which by fpecial Order of the Houfe, was laid be-
forg his Excellency, whofe Duty to his Majefty is, at
leaft, not to mifinform him. ) ’

His Excellency could not but acknowledge, in Juftice
to that Houfe, that Moderation took Place in the Be-
ginning of the Seffion: This is a Truth, my Lord: It
was a Principle with the Houfe, to conduct the Atfairs
of Government in their Department, fo as to avoid the
leaft Occafion of Offence: As an Inftance of their paci-
fic Difpofition, they granted a further Efablifhment,
for one of his Majefty’s Garrifons in the Province, ra-
ther to gratify his Excellency, who had requefted it,
thanefrom a’f{xll Conviction of its Neceflity.—But your
Loudfhip is inférmed, that this Moderation ¢ did not
continue ;" and that ¢ inftead of a Spirit of Prudence
and Refpect to the Conftitution, which feemed at that
Time to influence the Conduét of a large Majority of
the Members, a thin Houfe, at the End of the Seffion,
prefumed to revert to, and refolve on a Meafure of an
inflammatory Nature ;™ that it was an ¢¢ unfair Pro-
ceeding,”—¢¢ contrary to the real Senfe of the Houfe™
—and ‘¢ procured by Surprize.”—My.Lord, the Jour-
nals and Minutes of the Houfe will prove the contrary of
all this: And to convince your Lordfhip, the Houfe
beg leave to lay before you the feveral Refolutions rela-
ting to thefe Matters, as they ftand recorded.

‘The Houfe having finifhed their Petition to the
King, and their Letters to divers of his Majefty's Mi-
nifters, a Motion was regularly made, on the 21ft of
January, avkich awas tke Middle of the Seffion, and a Re-
folution was then taken, to appoint a Time to confider
the Expediency of writing to the Affemblies of the
other Colonies on this Continent, with Refpeé to the
Importance of their joining with them in petitioning
his Majefty at this Time. Accordingly, on the Day
afligned, there being Eighty-two Members prefent, a
Number always allowed to be fufficient to make a full
Houfe, the Queftion was debated; in Confequence of
which, a Motion took Place, that the Letters be wrote
to the feveral Affemblies of the Provinces and Colonies
on the Continent, acquainting them, that the Houfe
had taken into Confideration the Difficulties to which
thty are, and muft be reduced, by the Operation of the
late Aéts of Parliament, for levying Duties and Taxes
on the Colonies ; and have refolved on a humble, du-
tiful and loyal Petition to his Majefty for Redrefs, and
alfo upon proper Reprefentations to Kis Majefty’s Mini-
fters on the Subject: And to defire that they would fe-
verally take fuch Conftitutional Meafures thereupon,
as they fhould judge moft proper; and the Queftion,
upon the Motion, pafled in the Negative.—On Thurf-
day, the 4th of February, it was moved in the Houfe,
that the foregoing Queftion,be reconfidered, fo far as
to leave it at large ; and conformable to a ftanding Rule
of the Houfe, that no Vote or Order fhall be reconfider-
ed at any Time, unlefs the Houfe be as full, as when
fuch Vote or Order was pafled; the Number in the

--Houfe was called for, and 1t appearing that Eighty-two

Members were prefent ®, the Queftion was put, and
paffed in the Afirmative, by a large Majority ; and by
an immediately fubfequent Refolve, the firft Vote was
ordered to be erafed.——The fame Day, the Refoluti-
on which gave Birth to the Circular Letter, took Place ;
a Queftion being regularly moved, and fairly debated,
whether the Houfe would appoint a Committee to pre-
pare a Letter to be fent to each of the Houfes of Repre-
fentatives and Burgeffes on the Continent, to inform
them of the Meafures which this Houfe has taken, with
Regard to the Difficulties arifing from the A&s of Par-

m s y's Ear, and con-  —}iament for levying DutiesandTaxes-on-the-American
-~ fequently. to precipitate them into a State of Defpera-

Colonies, and report to the Houfe, which paffed in the
Affirmative; and a Committee was appointed accord-
ingly: This Committee, after Deliberation a Week,
reported the Letter, which was read in the Houfe, and
accepted almoft unanimoufly; and fair Copies of the
fame were ordered to be taken for the Speaker to fign,
and forward as foon as might be: And this Day there
were Eighty-three Members in the Houfe.

The Day following an Order paffed, that a fair Co-
Py of the Letter be tranfmitted to Dexnis De Berdt, Efq;
in London. The Defign of which was, that he might
be able to produce it, as Necefity might require, to

re‘ycnt any Mifreprefentation of “its true Spirit and
efign.

On Saturday, the 13th of February, in order that no
poffible Occafion might be taken by "the Governor, to
think that the Debates and Refolutions were defigned
to bc.kcpt a Secret from his Excellency, the Houfe
came into the following Relolution, viz. Whereas this
Houfe hath dire&ted, that a Letter be fent to the feve-
ral Houfes of Reprefentatives and Burgefles of the Bri-
tith Colonies on the Continent, fetting forth the Senti-
ments of the Houfe, with Regard to the great Difficul-
ties that muft accrue by the Operation of divers A&s
of Parliament, for levying Duties and Taxes on the
Colonies, with the fole and exprefs Purpofe of raifing a
Revenue; and their Proceedings thereon, in a humble,
dutiful and loyal Petition to the King, and fuch Re-
prefentations to his Majefty’s Minifters, as they appre-
hend may have a Tendency -obtain Redrefs: And

® Tbe fame Number as befere. It is to be obfarved, that
1be Houfe at that Time confified of abort 110 Members. By
the Royal Charter 40 makes a Quorswins bence it pears,
that 83 Members are maore than double the Numbcr-?qﬁ:iat
l;galb to tranfal? Byufinefi, and avere then Three Quarters
of the awbsle Heufe, ) e

- Juby,

whzreas it is the’Opinion of this tloufe, sy
tual Methods thould be taken, to cultivate },‘
ny between the feveral Branches of this {’01 Ly
as bcmé neceflary tp promete- the Protpesity e
Ljefty’s Government in this Province ; Refolved. i
Commistee wait on his Excellency the Governs L
ac u:agt him, thata Copy of the Lbtter .».fg,..-;ff' &
be lad before:him as foon as it can be drafreq ; .’
as'of all.the Proceedings of this Houfe relatjye zl’,,:;'.:’
Affair, §he thall defire it.  And a Commiger i
pointed;*who waited on his Excellency accordhiﬁ
On Monday following, the Houfe refolyeq on ‘{i“'v'
tablithment already mentioned, which is obferveg L
thew your Lordfhip, that there was at this Time ol
pofition in the Houfe, ¢ to revive unha"p)."
and Diftradtions, fo prejudicial to the trSe 1
Great-Britain and the Colonies.”

The Houfe beg leave to apologize to your L,
for the Trouble given you, in o particular aN:
on of Fadts; which they thought neceft; s to rm
your Lordthip,—~that the Refolution of the
referred to by your Lordthip, was not an uny;
ceeding, procured by Surprize in a thin Hoyf. as b
Majefty has been informed; but the declared Q’mh’
a large Majority, when the Houfe was full 'f‘bzl'(f:
Governor of the Province was made fully acqn.zi:;{
with the Meafure, and never fignified his Dirapm
on of it to the Houfe, which it is prefumed, he would
have done, in Duty to his Majelty, if he thoughs tha
it was of evil Tendency: And, that therefore 1o
Houfe had abundant Reafon to be confrined i,
own gginion of the Meafure, as being the prod
of Moderation and Prudence. And the Houfe b
rely on the Royal Clemency, that to Petition &
jelty, will not be deemed by him to be inc
with a Refpe¢t to the Britifh Conftitution, as fe
the Revolution, by WiLL1am the Third: Thary
quaint their Fellow-Subjeéts, involved in the fam. D
trefs, of their having fo done, in full Hopes of Succ:
even if they had invited the Union of all Americs ;1
one joint Supplication, would not be difcountenancad
by our moft gracious Sovereign, as a Meafure f 13
inflammatory Nature; that when your Lordthip fha)
in Juftice lay a true State of thefe Matters before by
Majefty, he will no longer confider them as tending ¢

unwarrantable Combinations, or excite an .
jsﬁnblc Oppofition to the Conftitutional Authority ot
Parliament: That hewill then clearly difcern aely 1rs
of that defperate Faction, which is continually 5
ing the Public Tranquility, and, that while hi
is extended, for the Protection of his diftreffed and is.
jured Subjeéts, he will frown upon all thofe, who, 1
gratify their own Paffions, have dared even to atter~
to deceive him!! - i

The Houfe of Reprefentatives of this Prsﬁnc:, bea
more than once, during the Adminiftration cf Gz
nor Bernard, been under a Neceffity of intreating *
Majefty's Minifters to fufpend their further Juizme:
upon fuch Reprefentations of the Temper of the Pes
ple, and the Conduc of the Aflembly, as they ven
able to make appear to be injurious: Ths fams Tzdy.
Fcncc this Houfe now beg of your Lordthip: Ard b

eech your Lordthip to patronize them fo far as tomaxe
a favourable Reprefentation of their Condut to t
King, our Sovereign: It being the higheft Ambitisz
of this Houfe, and the People whom they reprefent, t:
ftand before his Majefty in their jut Character of afx.
tionate and loyal Subjetts. Signed by the Speak:.
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ntece

Lord H—!fb——h upon his firft entering upoati
American Department, has given fuch fubfaztsl
Proofs, not on% of his great Aftection towards us, b=
of his fuperior Abilities as a Statefman, as muftlad
Americans to repofe the greateft Confidence in bz,
and to forecatt the happieft Confequences from his A2
miniftration. His Circular Letter'to the Governen
of the other Provinces, is a ftriking Specimen of Br-
tith Policy, and will no doubt ferve to convince thef
veral Colonies, of the great Impropriety of uniting2-
mong themfelves to obtain a Redrefs of Grievances th
moft intolerable, and of the Wifdom of one Ccley
treating another with Contempt, in order to recez-
mend themfelves to miniftegial Mercy and Indulgeaca
——His Letters to Goverfor B———d, requiring k2
to demand of the Aflembly of the Maflachufetts, ther
refeinding the Refolution of a former Houfe, or wiz
amounts to the fame Thing, an immediate f{orreadz-
ing up theinvaluable Rights and Privileges of their Coa-
ftituents, is wrdke with an Air and Manner becormizg
the Digni?' of a Secretary of State, and muft manifed®
the World the Extent of his Abilities, the Purity of £
Intentions, and the Moderation of his Views. There
is one Thing, however, which gives us too fericus Ap-
prehenfions, and that is, to perceive any Part cf Ad:
miniftration giving fo ready and full Credit to wiatss
reported to them concerning the Difpofitions and Ca-
du& of the People, gefpeting the new Regulations, 7
thofe who firft projected them, and whofe Salarizs, Pe-
fions and ExpeQations, are wholly founded upen
Eftablifiment of an American Revenue—=Goverae

's Mifreprefentations, on this Head, ars 3
numerous, as the Confequences are like to be injurioss
and diftrefsful—Our humble and dutiful Repreientst-
ons and Petitions are not like to reach the Royal Hazd;
our Legiflature has been diffolved, without allowis,
them Time to go through the moft impostant Bufinefs,
even that of a Taxation, and no Affembly of the Pec-
ple, we are told, upon the moft urgent Neceffity, €3
now be called in the old Conftitutional Waygbut muf
if done at all, be fummoned by a new POWC?D in a nes
Way: Things are now tending fafter than we cou’
have withed to a moft important Crifis—Thofe whe':
private Views and evil Machinations have thus precpi
tated Affairs, muft anfwer for the great Event.

ANNAPOLIS, AugusT 4. ]
By Capt. Nickolfon, of the Ship Ifabella, latcly armi;
here, in Twelve Weeks from Briffol, wjth Eighty o«
Servants on board, we are'informed, that he met “‘z
Snow Penn, Capt. Harkies, on, or about th%flrﬁ ¢
to the Weftwird of Bermauda, which was me2:
tioned in the Ppiladelphia Papers to be miffing, and kejt
her Company about Ten Days: She had then b“’;
near Ten Weeks out, was very leaky, and by fevers
Gales the met with, had fplit her Courfes very much,
but all well, = ) -
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